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Minister of Music Dr. Barbara Hamm 
Director of Youth Ministries Howard Gill 
Church Secretary Maggie Hart 

OFFICERS 
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Pastor’s Report 
The Rev. Renie Stamm-Kirk 

What a wonderful year it has truly been.  Weekend in the Trees started the year 
off with the theme “The Journey” and we carried that right into “Homecoming” 
and throughout the liturgical seasons.  “The Journey” continued with a new 
drama in worship around Mary and Joseph coming today and what the 
judgment might be.  We had lively youth group and in-depth study of scripture, 
outstanding worship, and fellowship where we welcomed those new to this 
community. And let’s not forget a new church photo directory this year, my 
gratitude to Jessica Watson for bringing that together.  In January/February we 
started as a church to venture into our Past, our Present, and set about 

imagining our Future. We called this process “Futuring,” and we partnered with Industrial Areas 
Foundation (IAF), no longer really “Industrial” – the name is merely a reflection of its South Chicago 
roots where its legendary community organizer, Saul Alinsky, began his work in the 1940’s.  The 
organization’s primary function is community organizing and 
helping faith organizations figure out what their role in this 
might be.  IAF helped us by joining our team in our futuring.  It 
was and is vital for all to participate in this process.  This year 
we completed identifying our core vales and crafting our 
mission based on our Core Values.  I was so impressed with 
the many who voiced their opinions, the many who came to 
the table with grace and insight.  And in July we will start the 
process of identifying what programs we as a church want 
and need, given who we are and who we aspire to be. 

It has been over four years since you called me to be your 
Pastor and we have grown in numbers and in spirit and in 
faith. Many of you have asked: So what’s next for us? 
Where will we fit everyone? Should we be looking at 
expanding our church? What should we focus on for our 
Missions? I don’t really have those answers, but together 
we do.  We have and will continue to engage as a 
congregation in every step of the process, including 
figuring out the ‘what is’ and the ‘what might be’ as we 
continue on this amazing Journey. It is clear there are no 

shortcuts. Community Congregational has been on this journey since 1866, each part of the 
journey has shaped and informed who we are today and each part of this journey shapes who are 
to be tomorrow… but the journey is now.  

The most exciting thing for me as your pastor is to witness the deepening spirituality of our 
congregation. A few cases in point:  

 One of the most moving times of prayer I’ve recently experienced was with one of our youth 
talking with me about baptism, their understanding of who it is we follow.  

 Confirmation was especially moving to me this year, the deep questions asked, the willingness 
of young and old to step into the streets and the faith that emerged within our youth. 

 The sharing of communion with our beloved Jean Osborn her last week of life, a communion of 
chocolate, a blessing of prayer together and a knowing God is always in the mix.  Jean will be 
missed greatly, but we celebrate with joy the many gifts she gave to us. 

 Watching a new group start on Tuesday mornings gathered around coffee and treats and 
conversations ranging from life’s deepest insights to laughter around who’s turn it actually is… 
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 I was especially moved this year by the Youth Sunday 
worship service, celebrating Pentecost,  and each youth 
listening for the still speaking God in their lives. With these 
young people at the helm of the Jesus movement in the 
coming years I know we’re in good, strong, faithful hands!  

 The Social Outreach team’s energy around Mission and 
Study.  The study of the Crisis in Africa this year has helped 
us live the Gospel in truly life-changing ways.  

Furturing Meetings Outcomes 

These are our Core Values 
As followers of Christ, we value:  

Community: No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
•Welcoming. 
•Being responsible stewards of our church resources. 
•Planning for change and growth.  
•Celebrating diversity and inclusiveness  
•Being open and affirming.  
•Honoring Congregational governance. 
•Enjoying joy and fun by celebrating life with others. 
•Caring for each other. 
•Investing in people of all ages.  
•Actively supporting and involving our Youth.  
•Providing an emotionally and physically safe environment.  

Spiritual life:   We take the Bible too seriously to take it literally. 
•Being inspired by the Still-speaking God. 
•Providing a Bible-guided education and worship.  
•Emphasizing meaningful worship.  
•Providing a music ministry.  
•Valuing intellectual stimulation.  
•Respecting doubts. 
•Encouraging questions.  

Discipleship in action:  Justice isn’t about “Just Us” 
•Pursuing justice in our community, nation and world.  
•Acting as Christ’s hands and voices in the world.  
•Engaging the faith community. 
•Honoring God’s creation. 
 

Community Congregational Church's mission is to follow the example of Jesus by 
being a welcoming community who cares for and honors each other and the world.  

We welcome everyone, young and old, gay and straight, singles and families, 
exuberant children and inquiring adults.  We celebrate our diversity in vibrant 

music, sacred worship and lively fellowship.  As a congregation governed by our 
members, we are a justice-making, radically inclusive community.  

We seek to live fully, love wastefully and lead courageously. 
Approved at the Congregational meeting June 2011 
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Music Ministry 
                                 Dr. Barbara Hamm 

“All God’s Children Got a Place in the Choir,” says the children’s song (I 
changed “critters” to “children”).  One of the saddest musical stories I have 
ever heard was related to me by the Rev. Henry Childs, a beloved former 
member, now deceased, and a Congregational Church minister in New 
England for many decades.  He said that when he was in grade school, a 
teacher told him to just mouth the words for a school program because he 
wasn’t singing on pitch. And Henry did just that—and continued to do so 
through all the years of his ministry!  Standing at the pulpit, he just “mouthed 
the words” of all the hymns.  I am horrorstruck anew just telling this story.  

(The Choristers Guild Organization maintains that every child can 
be taught to sing on pitch; Henry’s teacher may not have been 
abreast of this news.) 

Here at CCC everyone is encouraged to sing the hymns; if you 
attend church, you are already in the most important choir here—
comprised of the full congregation!  In addition, we welcome into 
the Sanctuary Choir, the Children’s Choir, and the Women and 
Girls’ Chorus, anyone who wishes to participate.  You are 
welcome not only to the table, but also to the choir loft!  It is true, 
of course, that being able to sing on pitch is a genuine asset to any choir, but I will do my best to 
teach the person who is willing to learn and to make a definite commitment to the choir.  We 
welcome your voice and your spirit.  Our Sanctuary Choir has sung all but one or two Sundays from 
September through June, rehearsing faithfully every Thursday evening.  The Children’s Choir sang 
several times during the year, including summer, as did the Women and Girls’ Chorus.  A number of 
people also sang solos or duets for services, for the Christmas program, and for the Pasta and the 
Bells fundraiser. 

Instrumental music is also important here at CCC.  Our annual 
intergenerational Christmas Orchestra played on the Sunday of the 
Children’s Pageant.  The youth instrumental group played on 
Pentecost, and we also appreciate having a drum circle once or 
twice during the year.  The Rolling Tones, our handbell choir, played 
for many services as well as events in the wider community: both 
Baskin Robbins and the Commandant’s Quarters at Christmas 
time, our own Christmas program, Pasta and the Bells in June and 

also Casa de Vilarrasa.  Jazz Gorilla, our jazz combo, played about every other Sunday at church as 
well as at the following events during the year: Taizé service at Skyline Community Church, the 
Rebuilding Together banquet, Vallejo Disciples of Christ Church’s Global Faire, our Christmas 
Program, Vallejo’s Merrill Gardens, the Longest Night Service at St. Paul’s Episcopal, the Christmas 
Eve service, Max’s Opera Café in San Francisco on New Year’s Eve, the Benicia mayor’s re-election 
campaign party, the CCC crab feed fundraiser, the UCC Annual Gathering, and Pasta and the Bells.  
With Dale Olm’s help, we got twelve pieces from Sing! Prayer and 
Praise, the new UCC praise hymnal, up on YouTube.  

Quite a number of both our youth and adults participated over the 
year in outside musical groups: elementary and high school youth in 
school bands, orchestra, and jazz band, as well as in vocal and 
instrumental recitals.  Some of our youth played for the St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church 11 PM Christmas Eve Service.  Others of our 
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members played in the San Francisco Scottish Fiddlers spring concert series.  Vocalists from our 
church sang in groups as varied as the Vallejo Choral Society, the Oakland-based Cantare Con Vivo, 
the Melody Choral Singers, the Dickens Fair, the Valley Rep Theater, the Pleasanton Broadway 
Chorus, and the Fetterly Playhouse.  We have an incredible number of musicians for a church our 
size, and the church is indirectly represented no matter where they perform.  Our own concert 
series included a November concert by the San Francisco Scottish Fiddlers and a homegrown 
Christmas concert featuring our own vocal and instrumental musicians, both youth and adults.     

Your Minister of Music also participated in a number of other events outside our own church:  a 
service at the Olathe, KS, DOC Church; the UCC-DOC Women’s Retreat; a Berkeley healing 
conference; Marcia McFee’s Bay Area Worship Workshop; the Disciples and UCC Annual Meetings.  
She composed several new hymns, and one of her pieces appears in the new Methodist 
publication, Worship & Song. 

Sanctuary Choir – Barbara Hamm, Director 
Dean Gilman Nancy Gilman Rhonda Hicks Kathleen Kravets 
Priscilla Lane Carl Mason Cholé McGraw Jean Osborn 
Jackie Sayles Larry Schaffer Deborah Shanks Marlan Shanks 
Susan Stofan    
 
Children’s Choir – Barbara Hamm, Director 
Autumn Thomas Meadow Thomas Holly Thomas Katie Stamm-Kirk 
Asha Cooper Natalie Daffern Karyna Mitchell Audrey Benton 
Lydia Benton Isabelle Briseño  Sophia Briseño  
 
Women and Girls’ Chorus –Barbara Hamm, Director 
Audrey Benton Lydia Benton Isabelle Briseño Sophia Briseño 
Asha Cooper Natalie Daffern Karyna Mitchell Katie Stamm-Kirk 
Autumn Thomas Meadow Thomas Holly Thomas Nancy Gilman 
Tricia Hartzell Rhonda Hicks Priscilla Lane Cholé McGraw 
Jean Osborn Jackie Sayles Deborah Shanks Susan Stofan 
 
The Rolling Tones Hand Bell Choir – Leslie Lessenger, Director 
Nancy Gilman Carla Goad Cholé McGraw Keith Read 
Laurie Read Allison Stamm-Kirk Debi Stanely Kim Webb 
 
Jazz Gorilla 

Dean Gilman 
Bass 

Shelby Riddle  
Clarinet 

Barbara Hamm 
Piano 

 

 
Instrumentalists 
Leslie Blackie 
Violin 

Lindsay Blackie 
Clarinet 

Stuart Blackie 
Trumpet / Drums 

Colin Brent 
Trumpet 

Dean Gilman 
Bass 

Christopher Hanna 
Bariton Sax / Piano 

Sarah Huebner 
Trumpet 

Ellen Lucchesi 
Flute 

Gail Mason 
Piano 

Adam Olm 
Violin 

Shelby Riddle 
Clarinet / Violin 

Rejean Ruel 
Piano 

Deborah Shanks 
Guitar / Piano / Organ 

Katie Stamm-Kirk 
Flute 

Jessica Watson 
Flute 

Barbara Hamm 
Piano / Organ 

 
Drum Circle 
Chris Francis Rick Beeson   
 
Accompanists 
Gail Mason Deborah Shanks Barbara Hamm  
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Director of Youth Ministries 
                                        Howard Gill 

This was another amazing year for CCCUCC’s Youth Department! First, I 
must begin with reflections on last year’s annual report. Last year I begin 
this report with, “What a blessing to us all as our youth continue to inspire 
us by being faithful to the work of ministry. It is though our continued 
support that our youth will become our church for today, prepare to be 
amazed!” 

Amazingly blessed describes the joy  
I have witnessed through the eyes and life of each of our 
youth. Our spiritual journey consisted of Sunday school, high 
school/middle school youth group and confirmation. 

Our wonderful CE was led by Leslie Lessenger and later 
joined by Janet Murrell as Co-CE. With us all working 
together, we were able to plan a strong Sunday school 
curriculum for all ages. Janet’s talent provided amazing 
crafts and activities for each lesson.  

Youth group met throughout the year each Sunday evening. The youth group and/or the entire 
youth department participated in several activities: 

 Puente Backpack Project - our youth 
assembled backpacks for several youth 
located Pescadero, CA  

 Sunday evening youth service at Saint 
Dominic’s Parish,  

 The Nutcracker presented by Benicia’s 
ballet theatre where our own Isabelle & 
Sophia Briseño preformed,  

 Christmas caroling at Merrill Gardens 

 CCCUCC’s annual Christmas pageant 
“What If?”  Excellent job by our youth 

 San Francisco Night Ministry 
 Valentine’s Day at Merrill Gardens 

 The youth departments dinner “The Lords 
Supper”  

 CCCUCC’s annual Easter egg hunt – led by 
our high school and young adult (Sam & 
Adam Olm and James Eubank),  

 Wii night, movie night, bowling night, kite 
flying, game night 

 Youth Sunday “Pentecost”

 

Confirmation – A Treasure Hunt of Faith. The course outline was 
essentially a navigating tool as each youth ventured through their 
personal journey of faith. This journey allowed each youth to ask 

questions, to seek answers, and to know God in a very personal 
experience. Each Confirmand studied scriptures, wrote and 
presented papers. A portion of the course outline allowed the 
Confirmands to experience other spiritual settings as: City of 
Refuge Community Church UCC, Benicia Sangha-meditation 
service, The Mormon Temple-Oakland Ca., UCC youth spiritual 
retreat at Pacific School of Religion, First Congregational Church 
of Berkeley UCC and Danville Congregational Church UCC.  
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So as I end this annual report for this year, I will say I am amazed 
with our youth and grateful to God for surrounding each of them 
with love and compassion, with a desire to know who God is in a 
very personal way and to share God love with others.  

Thank you youth department, parents and the CCCUCC family for 
this exciting spiritual journey together. And a special thank you to 
our own Pastor Renie for your vision, prayers, love and much 
support! May God continue to bless each of us. 
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                                                        Seminarian In Discernment 
                       Candace Frawley 

The Greek philosopher Heraclitus once said, “No man ever steps in the same river 
twice, for it’s not the same river and he’s not the same man.” This quote really 
resonates with me as I reflect on the past year in my journey of discernment. It is 
hard to believe that it was just a year ago that I was first received here at CCC-UCC 
as a seminarian in-discernment. Just one year ago when our journeys melded and 
became one; only one short year and yet where I am today and where CCC-UCC is 
at today, is a new and exciting place. 

Over the past year I completed my Field Education at Hillcrest Church in Pleasant 
Hill, my second year at Pacific School of Religion (PSR), my Middler Review and I officially became 
recognized as a person in Discernment for Ordained Ministry with the Northern California Nevada 
Conference (NCNC), United Church of Christ. This past year I also joined the Executive Board of the 
Bay Association (BAEB) as one of the representatives to the NCNC and attended the NCNC Annual 

Gathering as a BAEB delegate.  I was also able to attend, with the 
CCC-UCC worship committee, two separate worship workshops by 
Marcia McFee during this past year. 

While at Hillcrest Church I had the opportunity to preach, work 
with the youth, and be a part of the worship and stewardship 
committees. I was also able to be a part of an important process 
of discernment and discussion around becoming Open and 
Affirming and on May 1st this congregation voted to officially 

become an Open and Affirming church. What joy to be part of their process. 

My classes at PSR this past year were all very interesting and enlightening. My year long course in 
UCC history, theology and polity provided a great foundation of knowledge which I know will be 
helpful as I move closer to realizing a call to ministry within the UCC. My Christian Religious 
Education and Homiletics classes this past year were not only informative; but also engaging and 
fun. The knowledge and experienced I gained in these courses will also be of great help as I 
continue to gain more pastoral experience.  

On a personal note, this past year Andree and I faced a crisis when we discovered that she had an 
unexpected reoccurrence of cancer which ultimately led to the loss of her eye. Fortunately she is 
now cancer free; but experiences like these can really shake your foundation and even your faith. 
Through this crisis we experienced a renewed commitment in our relationship and new realization 
of just how precious time is. We also experienced first-hand the love and compassion of those 
around us, who sent cards, visited us, even brought food to us and most importantly prayed with 
and for us. In this crisis, this is where we felt God’s presence; in the lives of others and in ourselves. 
We are both so very grateful for each and every one of you in our CCC-UCC family who walked 
through this difficult time with us. We have come through this experience with the fortunate gift of 
health and hope for wholeness.  

As I transition into my final year at PSR and my new role as Advance Study as Minister in Training at 
CCC-UCC I recognize that this journey, this path, this river we all navigate together is not the same 
today as it was last year and neither are we. There is one constant and unchanging thread in all of 
this however, it is God’s presence. Here with us now as always, with each breath we take, in 
moments of joy and sorrow, in times of intimacy or emptiness we are never alone.  With this 
awareness I look forward to wherever our journey takes us as together we actively participate in 
God’s healing and wholeness of self, family, community and world. May our journey help us grow in 
wisdom, knowledge and beauty and lead us to live out our mission of being a justice-making, 
radically inclusive community; seeking to live fully, love wastefully and lead courageously. 
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Moderator 
Dale Stanley 

As you read this beautiful annual report, you will see how our church continues to 
meet the needs of our congregation, our community, and how we continue to 
grow and change.  

Throughout the year (and indeed, our 145 years of existence), we have 
maintained our values of being followers of Christ and being dedicated to our 
community, our own spiritual lives, and to putting our discipleship into action.  

We have also continued to fulfill our mission of following the example of Jesus by 
living fully, loving wastefully, and leading courageously. 

And I don’t say that just because they are some of the words we are using in our futuring process. 
While it is true that we are using these words to help us decide what and how we will perform in the 
future, it is apparent that we are already at work. 

This year, our dedication to our community expanded significantly, we created 
an improved decision-making process for our missions and we created an 
alliance with the IAF that promises to expand it substantially.  We continually 
enhance our spiritual life with tremendous pastoral care, faith studies, a 
fantastic Christian education program, and an amazing group of new 
confirmands.  

We continued to put our discipleship into action in so many ways.  Our 
membership continues to expand, our worship has exploded with new visual 
and experiential elements that only enhance the inspiring messages of our 
great pastor, and our fellowship area and kitchen have been transformed to 
reflect our bright and welcoming personality. 

It has been my distinct pleasure to witness all of this from the perspective of 
your moderator.  I have learned a lot about us and a few things about me.  For that, I am grateful. 

I am grateful to each of the activities and the people behind the activities chronicled in this report.  
You who care and care enough to act, “are church” and are what being “Church” is all about.  It is 
my honor to be associated with you and your work.  

Saying “thanks” always seems inadequate, but I know it helps.  As this year ends, please join me in 
thanking everyone in our community for making us “Church”.  Some, like Dale Olm dealing with the 
endless detail of financial accounting, Nancy Gilman taking on the job of counting the income, our 
Congregational Care team constantly calling on our members in need, and Greg Cox dealing with 
the nearly daily facilities issues are among our heroes behind the scenes. 

And another soul, very much in the sometimes-lonely forefront 
deserves our special and deepest thanks.  Our pastor, 
Reverend Renie, provides not only spiritual leadership but also 
an endless source of support and guidance.  She graciously and 
tirelessly dispenses care, support, and emotional outpouring.  
She does so without complaint because she is truly “called” to 
this ministry.  We are fortunate and thankful that she has 
answered our call and is there to answer our daily calls for help 
and support. 
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Vice Moderator 
                                Shelby Riddle 

As Vice-Moderator this year I was chairperson of the Pastor Parish Relations 
Committee or the PPRC. We met once a month with Pastor Renie to discuss any 
congregation or pastor related issues that might have arisen.  

All Conversations were confidential and this committee provided support for the 
pastor as well as a way to keep her abreast of any “rumblings” that might have 
been going on in the congregation that needed to be addressed. 

I would like to thank all members for their dedication and effort this year.  
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Clerk 
Lynn Lawrence 

BIRTHS 
None  
 
DECEASED (Members) 
Jean Osborn March 29, 2011 
 
MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Jean Osborn (member) April 1, 2011 
Edith Lindell April 16, 2011 
 
BAPTISMS 
Nancy Aldritt March 20, 2011 
Autumn Thomas April 24, 2011 
Sophia Briseño May 15, 2011 
Isabelle Briseño May 15, 2011 
Liberty Herr May 15, 2011 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
Transferred In 
July 20, 2011 

Andree Bouty 
Candace Frawley 

March 20, 2011 
Nancy Aldritt 
Jean Dolter 
Bill Dolter 
Carla Goad 
Heidi Hawthorne 
Sarah Johnson 
Natalie Kidder 
Cheryle Stauffer 

May 15, 2011 
Sophia Briseño 
Isabelle Briseño 
Keiran Cooper 
Liberty Herr 
Katie Stamm-Kirk 
 

 
WEDDINGS IN THE CHURCH 
Jillian and Gina Esparza July 25, 2010 
 Officiated by Rev. Renie Stamm-Kirk 
 
MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 
Active Members at 6/30/2010 124 
 + New Members 13 
 – Deceased Members (1) 
 + Transferred Members 2 
TOTAL ACTIVE MEMBERS at 6/30/2011 138 
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Member Join Date 

Member Name Join Date 
Stoner, Arloine ........................ 1/1/1941 
Nelson, Helen ......................... 4/6/1950 
Mortensen, Eleanor ............ 11/21/1954 
Burns, Karen......................... 8/16/1955 
Estey, Frances ..................... 3/25/1956 
Updyke, Karen ...................... 3/25/1958 
Estment (Wyatt), Patricia ...... 10/9/1959 
Stone, Peg .......................... 10/25/1959 
Stephens, Carol .................... 11/4/1964 
Stofan, Susan ....................... 2/24/1974 
Hammonds, Maryo ............... 9/15/1974 
Hammonds, Sam .................. 9/15/1974 
Atkins, Nancy........................ 3/28/1976 
Atkins, Stephen..................... 3/28/1976 
Martin, Pam ........................ 10/22/1978 
Osada, Carolyn....................... 6/8/1980 
Wingert, Hope......................... 2/8/1981 
Scrutchins, Marilyn ................. 6/7/1981 
Lane, Priscilla ....................... 12/5/1982 
Cox, Kathy .............................. 6/5/1983 
Cox, Bob ................................. 6/5/1983 
Hutchins, Patricia................ 10/16/1983 
Forcier, Gerry........................ 6/10/1984 
Read, Laurie ......................... 2/17/1985 
Read, Keith ........................... 2/17/1985 
Wong, Jan........................... 11/10/1985 
Cox, Betty ............................. 3/23/1986 
Sayles, Jackie......................... 4/5/1987 
Oraboni, Larry..................... 10/10/1993 
Hull, Chuck ............................. 3/3/1994 
Huebner, John ..................... 3/13/1994 
Huebner, Vreni...................... 3/13/1994 
Kravets, Kathleen ................. 4/12/1998 
Kravets, Rob ......................... 4/12/1998 
Read, Robyn......................... 5/31/1998 
Cox, Nolan ............................ 5/31/1998 
Olm, Dale.............................. 9/27/1998 
Francis, Chris........................ 2/14/1999 
Beeson, Rick......................... 2/14/1999 
Martinez, Lynn ...................... 4/25/1999 
Conway, Debbie ................... 4/25/1999 
Mason, Carl ........................ 11/14/1999 
Mason, Gail......................... 11/14/1999 
Murrell, Janet ...................... 11/14/1999 
Taylor, Penny...................... 11/14/1999 
Thomas, Jett ......................... 1/16/2000 
Thomas, Milly........................ 1/16/2000 
Bunch, Marcia....................... 1/16/2000 
Bunch, Rufus ........................ 1/16/2000 
 

Member Name Join Date 
Blackie, Leslie........................7/30/2000 
Blackie, Jonathan ..................7/30/2000 
Tyree, Louise.........................11/5/2000 
Betz, Katherine ......................11/5/2000 
Betz, Stephan ........................11/5/2000 
McGraw, Cholé......................2/25/2001 
Cox, Greg ..............................2/25/2001 
Cox, Daniel ............................5/12/2002 
Sindt, Cassidy........................5/12/2002 
Cox, Regina...........................5/12/2002 
Read, Kristen.........................5/12/2002 
Smith, Jay..............................6/30/2002 
Hamm , Barbara ....................6/30/2002 
Gilman, Nancy .......................7/20/2003 
Watson, Jim...........................7/20/2003 
Benton, Graham ....................1/25/2004 
Thompson, Sarah ..................1/25/2004 
Hicks, Rhonda .......................3/28/2004 
Terry, Paul ...........................12/12/2004 
Gilman, Dean.......................12/12/2004 
Olm, Sam...............................5/15/2005 
Blackie, Lindsay.....................5/15/2005 
Terry, Samuel ........................5/15/2005 
Terry, Porter ..........................5/15/2005 
Mautz, Tim.............................6/26/2005 
Sindt, Sheryl .........................6/26/2005 
Sindt, Curt..............................6/26/2005 
Schaffer, Larry .........................5/7/2006 
Stamm-Kirk, Rev. Renie ..........6/3/2007 
Riddle, Shelby .........................6/3/2007 
Olm, Adam...............................6/3/2007 
Majors, Samantha ...................6/3/2007 
Parsons, Natalie ......................6/3/2007 
Diethelm, Jennifer....................6/3/2007 
Diethelm, Janelle .....................6/3/2007 
Sass, Kelsey............................6/3/2007 
Stamm-Kirk, Allison ...............12/2/2007 
Eubank, Eileen ......................12/2/2007 
Hanna, Karen ........................12/2/2007 
Hanna, John ..........................12/2/2007 
Garrigues, Jeff .......................12/2/2007 
Munnelly, Elizabeth ...............12/2/2007 
Patterson, Mike......................12/2/2007 
Lawrence, Jackie...................12/2/2007 
Lawrence, Lynn .....................12/2/2007 
McCown, Larry ......................12/2/2007 
Stanley, Debi ...........................6/1/2008 
Stanley, Dale ...........................6/1/2008 
 

Member Name Join Date 
Lessenger, Jim........................6/1/2008 
Lessenger, Leslie ....................6/1/2008 
Scott, Mickey...........................6/1/2008 
Cook, Annette......................12/21/2008 
Hayes, Stephanie................12/21/2008 
Paterson, Cheryl..................12/21/2008 
Robinson, Jane ...................12/21/2008 
Schaffer, Nancy...................12/21/2008 
Sirota, Kay...........................12/21/2008 
Hanna, Christopher ...............5/17/2009 
Hanna, Mathew .....................5/17/2009 
Cooper, Brent........................6/14/2009 
McDonald, Reiko...................6/14/2009 
Ensminger, Veronica.............10/4/2009 
Ewart, Mary ...........................10/4/2009 
Sullivan, Jessica....................10/4/2009 
Watson, Lance ......................10/4/2009 
Harrison, Christina.................10/4/2009 
Toney, Lynette.......................10/4/2009 
Hartzell, Valerie .....................1/24/2010 
Hartzell, Patricia ....................1/24/2010 
Blackie, Stuart .......................1/24/2010 
Gauger, Eleanor (Nora).........1/24/2010 
Gauger, Hal ...........................1/24/2010 
Esparza, Gina........................6/27/2010 
Esparza, Jill ...........................6/27/2010 
Frawley, Candace .................7/20/2010 
Bouty, Andree........................7/20/2010 
Aldritt, Nancy.........................3/20/2011 
Kidder, Natalie.......................3/20/2011 
Stauffer, Cheryle ...................3/20/2011 
Goad, Carla...........................3/20/2011 
Dolter, Jean...........................3/20/2011 
Dolter, Bill ..............................3/20/2011 
Hawthorne, Heidi...................3/20/2011 
Johnson, Sarah .....................3/20/2011 
Briseño, Sophia .....................5/15/2011 
Briseño, Isabelle....................5/15/2011 
Cooper, Keiran ......................5/15/2011 
Herr, Liberty...........................5/15/2011 
Stamm-Kirk, Katie .................5/15/2011 
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Financial Secretary 
Nancy Gilman 

The Financial Secretary job requires work done behind closed doors. On Sundays, after worship, I 
make my way into the office along with one of my council approved counters – thanks to Jett 
Thomas, Shelby Riddle and Carl Mason. Most Sundays Jett meets me in the office, with money in 
hand, to do our weekly count. When Jett is not available I can always count on Shelby or Carl to help 
out. 

I send out quarterly statements to all who make a contribution to our church. These statements 
should be helpful in keeping track of your giving. If you are in need of a statement at any time you 
can e-mail, call or talk to me on Sunday.  

 

Contribution Analysis 
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Treasurer 
Dale Olm 

Our church ended the year in a financially sound position.  We have 
Unrestricted Net Assets of $39,000, which is the equivalent of three 
months of operating expenses. 

As a result of dramatic and painful mid-year budget cuts, as well as the 
additional mindfulness that came from the necessity of making those 
cuts, we ended the year by spending $5,809 less than budgeted.  In 
addition, the mid-year stewardship appeal as part of this budget revision 
enabled us to end the year with $4,992 income over budget due to one-
time gifts.  

We use a hybrid cash and accrual accounting method for the church.  
We divide revenue and disbursements between a working operating 
budget and a restricted fund system for contributions made for designated purposes (i.e., missions, 
capital improvements, etc.).  We have instituted a new Cash Flow Report to clarify how funds are 
received and distributed through both of these channels. 

It has been a pleasure and an honor to serve the church as Treasurer this year. 
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Cash Flow Report 2010-2011 Fiscal Year 
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Statement of Financial Position 
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Summary Budget Review 
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APPROVED 2011-2012 BUDGET versus HISTORICAL ACTUALS 

 COMMUNITY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH UCC of BENICIA  

   - APPROVED 2011-2012 BUDGET versus HISTORICAL ACTUALS 

    

2007-
2008 

Actual 

2008-
2009 

Actual 

2009-
2010 

Actual 

2010-
2011 

Actual 

Approved 
2011-2012 

Budget 

 Income          

  Loose Offering (non-pledged donation) 13,825 19,928 13,237 21,727 16,000 

  Pledges 103,218 102,005 108,883 110,011 119,519 

  Use of Building 29,133 24,884 25,593 26,215 25,694 

  Fundraisers 4,730 7,862 6,442 5,760 6,100 

  Transfer from Reserves/Net Assets 0 2,000 0 0 0 

  Other sources of funding 1,835 968 50 6,392 445 

 Total Income 152,741 157,647 154,204 170,105 167,758 

 Expense       

  Building & Grounds          

   B&G Utilities 7,381 7,200 8,289 8,431 8,494 

   B&G Custodial services 3,600 3,600 4,125 4,800 5,000 

   B&G Maintenance, Landscaping 5,837 5,745 3,874 5,022 4,122 

   B&G Property Tax 2,043 -2,631 1,000 635 635 

   Cornerstone Loan 2,123 1,113 0 0 0 

  Insurance - Property 4,961 4,960 5,264 5,264 5,803 

  Christian Education / Youth 751 849 1,092 2,166 2,275 

  Congregational Care -58 0 0 0 200 

  Fellowship -25 941 998 1,113 1,425 

  Music, Bells, Adult & Youth Choirs 1,454 1,176 1,560 1,261 1,418 

  Stewardship 0 0 0 82 0 

  Mission & Outreach/UCC Support (OCWM) 3,530 3,620 3,690 3,690 4,000 

  Welcome (Growth) 311 869 1,190 664 990 

  Worship 883 2,514 1,836 1,006 2,050 

  Other Committes & Ministries 836 783 0 0 0 

  Council & Discretionary Funds 916 910 1,828 503 1,765 

  Other Exp: Business (Finance & Admin) 1,468 2,345 2,868 3,255 3,164 

  Office/Computer/Copier Supplies 4,650 4,979 4,928 4,768 3,827 

  Professional Expenses 496 919 1,664 2,727 2,364 

  Sabbatical budgeted set aside 2,000 2,000 2,000 3,000 2,000 

  Staff, benefits 95,309 112,049 106,191 110,977 115,976 

  Minister in Training Scholarship 0 0 0 0 2,250 

 Total Expense 138,466 153,941 152,396 159,364 167,758 

Net Income  14,275 3,707 1,808 10,741 0 

             
    rev 7/11 rev 7/11 rev 7/11 rev 7/11  
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Building & Grounds 
Greg Cox 

Fellow Members of the Community Congregational Church of Benicia 

This has been a year of change. Numerous projects have transpired 
over the year. I want to thank the many members that volunteered to 
complete projects. 

First the CE room was painted and doors put on the cabinets to store 
the Christian education materials and art supplies. The closet was 
transformed into the church archive storeroom. Having the church history easily accessible makes 
it easy to share the history weekly with the congregation. New blinds were installed also. I want to 
thank the Lessenger’s for making this happen.  Next the youth room has been cleaned and all 
unneeded paint and furniture was removed. New shelving was purchased and assembled. Both the 
youth room and CE classroom looks great. Happy Hearts will continue the renovation by painting 

the hallway and bathrooms over the summer.  

Outside motion detectors and spot lights were installed to 
help with nighttime security and to prevent unauthorized use 
on the play area during the nighttime hours. Surveillance 
cameras were installed outside the sanctuary. Now we can 
see who approaches the front door and who is walking by the 
offices on the side. A bonus feature is that you can access the 
camera remotely over the internet and by I-phone. 

The kitchen 
makeover is done and looks fabulous. New stone 
countertops and a stainless steel sink were installed. 
The cabinets were painted and new hardware 
installed. Tile backing was donated and installed 
behind the sink. It looks like a French country kitchen. 
It looks quite chic. I want to thank Debi and Dale 
Stanley, Jerry Martin, Jim Lessenger and numerous 
others that made this happen. 

Our new janitorial service Maids above the Rest has 
been phenomenal. Jaque has kept the place in tip top 
shape and on a couple occasions has cleaned twice in the week at no extra charge when we had 
special events.   

Building use – Our facility continues to serve the community in 
whole by providing a safe space where everyone is welcome no 
matter who you are.  As part of our social outreach to the 
community we continue to support the following groups by 
extending the use of our facilities.  

Happy Hearts – Jackie is now the sole owner and now into the 
7th year offering year round classes plus a summer program. We 
have ongoing communication and yearly review of agreements. 
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AA\NA\ALANON –We now host the only Women’s AA 
group in the area on Wednesdays. Weekly meetings are 
posted on the church calendar at 
(http://www.cccucc.org/) or in the monthly bridge. 

Building and Grounds fellowship will continue to be held 
on the 4th Saturday of each month through October 
2011. They will resume again in January 2012. Please 
mark your calendars with these important fellowship 
events before your schedule gets busy. It takes 
everyone’s help no matter what they can do to continue 
our growth. Donations are always welcome and can really help to hire labor, rent equipment, or 
purchase plants, trees, benches, etc. Please contact me if you can assist in this way.  Our 
fellowship team Allison and Debi make the work days a pleasure to attend. I know our friends from 
Genesis House in Vallejo look forward to these home cooked meals at our work days. Many other 
members have stepped up to the plate in the past year to help out and again I want to thank 
everyone. 

I look forward to serving another year with our new Building and Grounds Co-chair Jim Lessenger. 
Jim has been instrumental in numerous projects this past year and I welcome his insight and 
energy.  

God Bless 
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Christian Education 
Leslie Lessenger 

This year we expanded Sunday School to include three classes – Kindergarten to 2nd, third to 5th, 
and junior/senior high.  This expansion was a celebration of the increase in numbers – averaging 
14.  The curriculum was from Gather Round, with Janet Murrell providing special craft projects for 

the Primary class.  Jojo Descallar and Kim Osborne continued 
to provide loving care in the nursery. 

Teachers included: Howard Gill, Greg Cox, Janet Murrell, Dale 
Olm, Veronica Ensminger, Leslie and Jim Lessenger, Nora 
Gauger, Susan Stofan, Marilyn Scrutchins, Jan Wong, Annette 
Cook, and Rob Kravets.  Special events involving the Sunday 
School included Christmas Caroling, the Christmas Pageant, 
and the annual Spring Breakfast and Open House.  Bibles 
were presented to Lydia Benton, Natalie Daffern, Karyna 
Mitchell, Kyle Daffern and Matthew Daffern. 

There were four Adult Studies during the year.  Pastor Renie led two video/book series:  “Uppity 
Women of the Bible” and “Advent Conspiracy.”  The book Calmly Plotting the Resurrection was used 
for individual study during Lent.  Sarah Thompson led a three-part series, 
open to the public, on “Africa: Crises on the Continent.” 

The Confirmation class consisting of Keiran Cooper, Katie Stamm-Kirk, 
Sophia Briseno, Isabelle Briseno and Liberty Herr, went on a “Treasure Hunt 
– A Personal Faith Journey,” with curriculum developed by Pastor Renie and 
Youth Director Howard Gill.  

It was an exciting year during which the 
confirmands took leadership in church 
services and went on a variety of field 
trips, including the Mormon Temple, 
Benicia Sangha, City of Refuge 
Ministries CC, SF, Danville CC, and a 
Spiritual Retreat at PSR. Special guest 
presenters at the class included Drew 
Nettinga, Associate Conference Minister 
of the Bay Association UCC, and Jim 

Lessenger, CCCUCC historian.  All of the confirmands were received into 
membership on May 15 and three received the sacrament of baptism.  
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Congregational Care 
Penny Taylor & Jackie Lawrence 

The annual reports deadline caused me to reflect on the Care Team and our activities of the past 
year. This year has been a busy one.  We have given rides to Church and to doctor's appointments. 
Besides Church services we have provided access to Church activities such as music programs and 
soup suppers.  We have driven people to hospitals 
for procedures or to visit someone. Often we have 
obtained supplies such as food or medicine for 
people who are unable to drive. 

We have sent cards to folks in need due to illness or 
loss to let them know that they were being thought 
about and prayed for. This year we have initiated a 
new service of sending birthday cards to all members 
of our congregation. Again we hope to stress that 
members are important and prayed for. 

We have visited people in the hospital and also in 
their homes when it was needed. This service has 
included taking congregants to visit ailing parents in nursing homes or hospitals.  We have helped 
coordinate fellowship for funerals. We have even cared for folks' cats and dogs when just a little 
TLC for the animals was needed to help reduce stress. As most pet owners know, feeling that a pet 
is cared for can help one relax and then focus on their own needs. 

The Care Team does a lot of different "things."  When doing these "things" we are hoping to make 
our congregants feel that they matter.  We want them to know that there is someone they can call 
upon when they need some help.  The Team really feels good when they are able to do something 
to help someone.  Usually what the Care Team does is a small thing for us, a ride, a card, etc. but it 
can make such a big difference to the recipient and that is so gratifying. 

It is hard for folks to ask for help.  Sometimes it is because they are new and are unsure of the 
resources that are available. Sometimes it is just because of an independent spirit: I have always 

been able to take care of myself. Too often it is the feeling that 
someone else is going to have to do what we should be able to 
take care of ourselves; as if a need for help is somehow a 
personal failure. The care team tries to overcome these obstacles 
to provide for the needs of our Church family.  

Our Church is a family that tries to provide for all the needs of its 
members. We are constantly expanding and redefining the role of 
the Care Team. We will continue to adapt as the needs of our 
congregants change.  I believe the 2011-2012 year will have new 
challenges. The Care Team is dedicated and ready to meet 

whatever challenges may come.  Our Team consists of:  Norma Baldwin, Gina Esparza, Stephanie 
Hayes, Tricia Hartzell, and Pam Martin.  We are excited to have three new members this year: Sarah 
Johnson, Gail Mason, and Lindsay Smith. Jackie Lawrence and I co-chair this committee. These are 
our team members but we have called on every member of the congregation at one time or another 
to help meet the needs of our people.  The assistance of the congregation at large has helped 
make the last year a success. 

Please know that you can call upon us anytime if you or someone you know has a need and you 
think we can help.  
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Fellowship 
Allison Stamm-Kirk 

 
fel∙low∙ship:  (1) companionship, company; (2) community of interest, activity, feeling, or experience; 

(3) a company of equals or friends; (4)  the quality or state of being comradely 

 
 

Wow! It’s hard to believe that another year has already gone by. As 
many of you know, I went back to a full-time corporate job this year. 
This could have been a challenge for me to maintain our Fellowship 
activities but I was blessed to have a fabulous co-chair this year in 
Debi Stanley. She was able to step in for events like Friday Fun 
Night! where I just couldn’t be there in time to coordinate 
everything, and she also just gave me a much needed break on 
occasion. 

Our most exciting endeavor this year was to finish the kitchen renovation. This effort was led by 
Debi Stanley whose vision (and labor) has truly transformed our small space. We now have new 
stone counter tops on the island and sink, a new sink with a fabulous tile backsplash, a new stove 
hood, and new paint and hardware on the cabinets. We are very grateful to all those who helped 
make this possible: Jim Lessenger for his work repairing the island; the Hill family’s donation of the 
tile for the backsplash; Jerry Martin for his efforts installing the tile; Greg Cox, our Building and 
Grounds chair for tasks both small and large too numerous to mention; Dale Stanley for his 
patience and support for making shelves, helping Debi paint, installing the stove hood, and I’m sure 
countless other tasks too numerous to mention; Holiday House for our initial funding which got the 
project started in the first place!; and the many others who contributed during work days and 
behind the scenes. You should all be proud of what we accomplished together! 

Our Sunday Fellowship is hosted by various members of the congregation each week as is our 
custom. The average Sunday attendance has grown so this is becoming more expensive. As is 
frequently the case, angels appear where you need them most. Sarah Johnson has been providing 
much of our fellowship fare by stocking our freezer with donations from Costco. Each Sunday our 
hosts can avail themselves of the baked goods in the freezer to augment the food they bring. This 
has been a huge help, especially for Sundays without hosts. The Fellowship Committee has been 
able to provide snacks without having to dip in to our budget. 
Thank you, Sarah! 

The Fellowship Committee continues to provide opportunities for us 
to be in community with friends, family, neighbors and colleagues. 
We continued our tradition this year of hosting the 4th of July BBQ, 
the Harvest Festival, the Thanksgiving Potluck and Friday Fun 
Nights. We also continue to partner with other groups to support 
events like Confirmation Classes, Faith Studies, the Stewardship 
Auction, Building and Grounds Work Days and music events. 

You – each one of you at CCC – are the fellowship team.  None of our events would be possible 
without your support: hosting, helping set up, break down, cook, clean, and participate in the many 
activities in the life of our church. I am grateful for your support and look forward to serving again 
(with the help of my new co-chair, Susan Stofan!) in our next year together. 
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Fellowship Hosts 
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2010-11 Events 

 
07/04 Sunday Fellowship 
07/04 4th of July BBQ 
07/11 Sunday Fellowship 
07/18 Sunday Fellowship 
07/25 Annual Meeting - Potluck 
07/31 Building & Grounds Fellowship Day 
08/01 Sunday Fellowship 
08/06 Friday Fun Night! 
08/08 Sunday Fellowship 
08/15 Sunday Fellowship 
08/22 Sunday Fellowship 
08/28 Building & Grounds Fellowship Day 
08/29 Sunday Fellowship 
09/05 Sunday Fellowship 
09/12 Sunday Fellowship 
09/19 Stewardship Auction & Potluck 
09/19 Sunday Fellowship 
09/25 Building & Grounds Fellowship Day 
09/26 Worship In The Park! 
10/01 Friday Fun Night! 
10/03 Sunday Fellowship 
10/10 Sunday Fellowship 
10/17 Sunday Fellowship 
10/23 Building & Grounds Fellowship Day 
10/24 Sunday Fellowship 
10/30 Harvest Festival 
10/31 Sunday Fellowship 
11/06 Scottish Fiddlers Concert 
11/07 Sunday Fellowship 
11/14 Sunday Fellowship 
11/17 Thanksgiving Feast! 
11/21 Sunday Fellowship 
11/27 Greening the Sanctuary & Cookie 

Decorating 
11/28 Sunday Fellowship 
12/05 Sunday Fellowship 
12/10 Christmas Concert Fellowship 
12/12 Christmas Caroling Dinner 
12/12 Sunday Fellowship 
12/19 Sunday Fellowship 
12/24 Christmas Eve Service 
12/26 Sunday Fellowship 
01/02 Sunday Fellowship 

01/08 DeGreening the Sanctuary & Pancake 
Breakfast 

01/09 Sunday Fellowship 
01/16 Sunday Fellowship 
01/22 Building & Grounds Fellowship Day 
01/23 Congregational Meeting Potluck 
01/23 Sunday Fellowship 
01/30 Sunday Fellowship 
02/06 Sunday Fellowship 
02/09 New Member Gathering 
02/11 Friday Fun Night! 
02/13 Sunday Fellowship 
02/20 Sunday Fellowship 
02/26 Building & Grounds Fellowship Day 
02/27 Sunday Fellowship 
03/06 Sunday Fellowship 
03/13 Sunday Fellowship 
03/20 Sunday Fellowship 
03/26 Building & Grounds Fellowship Day 
03/27 Sunday Fellowship 
04/01 Friday Fun Night! 
04/03 Sunday Fellowship 
04/10 Sunday Fellowship 
04/17 Sunday Fellowship 
04/21 Maundy Thursday Simple Supper & 

Service 
04/23 Building & Grounds Fellowship Day 
04/24 Sunday Fellowship (Easter) 
05/01 Sunday Fellowship 
05/08 Sunday Fellowship 
05/15 Sunday Fellowship 
05/22 Sunday Fellowship 
05/28 Building & Grounds Fellowship Day 
05/29 Sunday Fellowship 
06/03 Friday Fun Night! 
06/05 Sunday Fellowship 
06/05 Pasta with the Bells / CCC 145th 

Anniversary 
06/12 Sunday Fellowship 
06/19 Sunday Fellowship 
06/25 Building & Grounds Fellowship Day 
06/26 Sunday Fellowship 
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Mission and Outreach 
Nora Gauger 

This year has been a busy one for Mission and Outreach.  Starting in January, we have met monthly 
as an open forum to discuss how our church will carry out Christ’s mandate to care for “the least of 
these.” All church members are invited to attend. Average attendance has been between 11 and 
15. 

Mission and Outreach has taken the following actions: 

 Voted to fund $1,000 our church’s engagement of IAF (The Industrial 
Areas Foundation), a community organizing non-profit, to help us with our 
re-visioning process with a special emphasis on Mission. 

 Created and then refined and used a Matrix of information needed to 
make the optimum decisions on what charities we would select for each 
month’s Mission focus and giving 

 Determined that the current Mission Pool’s contribution to each monthly’s 
mission would be $400 added to whatever had been collected through the 
Sunday offerings.  (We agreed that we would review this amount after being given the results of 
this year’s Stewardship Drive.) 

 Co-sponsored (with CE) a 3-week study led by our own Sarah Thompson on the violence and 
genocide that has been consuming Africa, to be held the first 3 Wednesdays in June. 

 With the Worship Committee organized and carried out our Easter Lilies project where the 
Easter altar was decorated with clothes, photo albums, cameras books and special storage 
crates for foster children with money that had been donated in lieu of Easter Lilies. 

 Finalized our choices for non-profits we will support during the 2011/12 fiscal year as follows: 
 

July: Fisher House 
August:  Night Ministry of San Francisco 
September:  First Place for Youth 
October: Neighbors in Need (UCC) 
November/December:  CAC Adopted Families 
January: Heifer International (Youth Project) 
February:  Solano County Food Bank 
March: Solano Land Trust 
April: One Great Hour of Sharing  (UCC) 
May:  Rebuilding Together Solano County 
June:  Strengthen the Church (UCC) 
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The Sunday School and youth will head up the Heifer project 
with the support of the M&O committee.  All of the above 
(with the exception of the Youth’s project, Heifer) will be 
supplemented with money from the Mission Pool.  The UCC 
offerings will be a special offering on one Sunday with just 
bulletin notice the other Sundays of the month. 

In addition, we have authorized several other special 
offerings: 

 The Christmas Fund (at the Christmas Eve service) 
 Families in Transition (at the joint Worship in the Park) 
 Planned Parenthood  (a one Sunday free-will offering in October accompanied by an educational 

Mission Moment ) 
 Took on a special project for the summer of 2011 to provide 10 equipped backpacks (so that 

Benicia Unified can have a supply of equipped backpacks for the principals to pass out as 
needed) and 45 equipped backpacks for low income migrant children served by Puente de la 
Costa Sur in Pescadero.  This summer we are also collecting used working bicycles for Puente 
so that migrant parents who do not have cars can have the independence to go to town for 
medicines, food, parent-teacher conferences, etc.  These will all be delivered Sunday, August 7th 

 This year’s distributions are as follow: 
 
Fisher House $    723.00 
Neighbors in Need (UCC) 498.00 
Heifer Project 723.55 
Southern Poverty Law 522.00 
Industrial Areas Foundation 1,000.00 
Peace Jam 520.83 
Strengthen the Church 962.00 

Planned Parenthood $    548.00 
Foster a Dream 552.00 
Families in Transition 1,298.00 
CAC Christmas Adopt-a-Family 589.61 
The Christmas Fund 1,448.00 
Solano County Food Bank 521.00 
One Great Hour of Sharing 1,466.00 

 
 For a total of $11,371.99 
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Stewardship 
Carl Mason 

This year was very challenging for the Stewardship Committee.  Last year we 
had pledges of about $117,000.  Then during the year, for various reasons, we 
as a congregation were not able to meet our pledges equaling some $18,000.  
This reduction could not be absorbed without significant impact on the Church’s 
programs. 

We launched the “Houston, We Have a Problem” campaign requesting 
members to increase their pledges.  Once again our congregation showed great 
generosity by stepping forward, increasing pledges and even giving large, one-
time gifts, sufficient not only to cover the shortfall but also to help us achieve a surplus for the year.   

Annual Stewardship Campaign 

The Stewardship Committee held the annual stewardship campaign in May and June 2011.  The 
theme of the campaign was The Exciting Acorn, emphasizing the potential for our Church growth 
through the “futuring” process that began this year. 

The campaign had a multiple-group approach based on three categories of pledgers:   

Major pledgers were visited in their homes if the pledgers were agreeable and available; 

Active members who made substantial pledges last year and active new members received the 
“Pony Express” pledge books which included an appeal and detailed explanations of the various 
needs of the congregation; 

Active members who pledged less than $1,000 and non-pledging members and friends received an 
appeal letter with a stamped return envelope. 

The result of the 2011/12 Stewardship campaign was as follows: 

  Operations Social Outreach Capital Improvement 

Pledges 2011/2012   $       124,772   $      8,280   $      6,044  
 

Pledgers increased their giving to the 2011-2012 Church Operations Fund by over $7,000 - an 
increase of about 6% over 2010-2011 beginning pledges.  However, if we 
consider the lost pledges discussed above, it is actually an increase of 26 
percent in pledges from existing pledgers and new pledgers.  It should be noted 
that new pledgers actually accounted for $13,500 of pledges this year.  

Fundraisers 

In addition, to the “Houston, We 
Have a Problem” campaign, 
there were two successful 
fundraisers:  (1) a Service and 
Things Auction held early this 
which year brought in an 
additional $3,000, and (2) the Second Annual Crab 
Feed and Silent Action held in March 2011, which 
netted another $3,000.    
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Budget 

The Budget Committee continually monitored the budget during the year and suggested revisions 
which were approved during the mid-year congregational meeting.  Due to a reduction in 
expenditures and the increased pledges discussed above we were able to end fiscal year 2010-
2011 with a surplus, a testimony to our congregation’s good stewardship. 

Conclusion 

We, as a community, have demonstrated that we are willing to step 
up with our pledges and gifts in times of need.  Even during times of 
adversity, we have continued to be financially stable, and have even 
added to our reserves this year.  This has allowed us to expand 
ministries, increase community service, continue caring for our 
members, improve the physical condition of our church, and continue 
to attract new members.  This generosity is manifest not only through 
increased monetary pledges and gifts over the past year, but also through tremendous 
contributions by members of their time and talents. 

I think we can say that we at the Community Congregational Church of Benicia know the meaning of 
Stewardship.   
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Welcome and Growth 
Jessica Watson 

The year began with putting together a photo directory for the church with Olan Mills. The portraits 
were taken in October and around Christmas a proof was received from Olan Mills. The directories 
were distributed to the church community at the end of 
February. There were a total of 54 families photographed and 
depicted in the photo directory. There were several extra copies 
of the photo directory that were purchased to be given to new 
members and for members not depicted to purchase. 

On November 7, 2010 we participated in the UCC Bring a Friend 
Sunday. We encouraged members to bring a friend, family 
member, and/or neighbor to church with them on that 
particular Sunday. We had a total of 94 guests at church that 
Sunday. We submitted our number of guests to those 
organizing the event, so they could be included in the national 
count that was being collected. 

During the 2010-2011 year we held two new member Sundays 
and welcomed 15 new members into our church.  

“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, YOU 
are welcome here!” 
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Worship 
Annette Cook 

The Worship Committee is as vibrant as the Worship Service on Sunday morning.  There is never a 
dull moment – and you are part the whole. 

During this last year we accomplished so many things from our wish list: 

We installed drop-line system with over 40 drop lines and endless 
possibilities 

We created an inventory of art, banners, supplies, and materials used in 
worship including a description and the location of the item 

We coordinated an Ecumenical worship in the park with the 
Presbyterian congregation 

Six of us attended the Worship Design Retreat at Lake Tahoe with 
Dr. Marcia McFee 

We coordinated an Ecumenical worship in our sanctuary during 
Holy Week 

We implemented the communion table as the altar in 
the chancel area of the sanctuary 

Our worship this past year has been full of expressions of faith and journey: 

 The Fall was a Season of Journey as we walked with Moses and learned of the 
struggles and dreams of the Israelites – we also saw a hand-painted banner 
change each week with another part of the journey. 

 Advent was a Season of Peace – we hung white and gold banners each Sunday 
adding to the last and we decorated the tree with hand-crafted white and gold 
Chrismons as symbols of the Christian faith. 

 Epiphany was a Season of Justice as we learned about Jesus creates relationship 
and speaks with all people – we had photographs of hands all around the sanctuary. 

 Lent was a Season of Justice Acts as we learned what it means to engage in acts of justice – we 
hung political signs from the ceiling where the words were part of the message. 

 Eastertide was a Season of History and Future – we watched a series of quilted banners show 
the growth from the rocks to the acorn to the full green tree. 

 Our mission projects on Christmas and Easter were a great success where, rather than the 
traditional flowers of poinsettias or lilies, we had a pile of clothing, socks, and need items to 
give to children in need in our community. 

 

Just as all are welcome on Sunday morning, so, too, are 
you welcome to join us on the Worship Committee in the 
coming year.  Challenge yourself to learn more about how 
and why we worship together. 
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Historical Archives 
James E. Lessenger, MD, Archivist/Historian 

The congregation celebrated the 145th Anniversary of the Church with a special service and a 
guest minister providing the sermon. Following the service, there was a social hour and an open 
house of the archives so people could see what kind of documents and artifacts we have. That 
evening a special program of entertainment was presented featuring the choir, musicians, soloists 
and the Rolling Tones Bell Choir.  

The most popular items during the archive open house were the founding documents and the 
scrapbooks where people could look back at their friends and families. We should consider 
continuing the tradition of scrapbooks. We also distributed the church history outline. This 
document is on a MS Word document and can be amended as time passes and as we find more 

things of interest while examining the documents.  

Kim Osborne discovered a treasure trove of materials while cleaning out 
her late mother’s house. The materials were important in fleshing-out 
some important eras, especially the World War II years. We discovered a 
number of artifacts in the music room, including what remains of the 
original communion set, and matching mahogany communion trays, 
collection trays, and other items  

We continue the education and outreach program by teaching a module on 
the history of the local and national church at the confirmation classes and 
involving young people in the creation of the weekly history box. 
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Holiday House 
Nancy Gilman 

Holiday House held their Annual Bazaar in November along with a soup and 
salad luncheon and bake sale.  The money raised was used to help fund a 
much needed kitchen remodel.  This was the 53rd year for Holiday House, 
led by one of its founding members, Jean Osborn. 

We were saddened by the passing of Jean Osborn in April.  A meeting of 
interested women in the church was held to discuss the continuation of 
Holiday House.  With much enthusiasm it was decided to continue this 
worthwhile organization. 

There are so many projects suggested, that we are now meeting every 
Thursday morning.  We are looking forward to having a very successful 
bazaar in November. 
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Nominating Committee 
Shelby Riddle 

 

Council Nominations for Fiscal Year 2011/2012: 

 
Position Name Term completion date 
 
Council Officers 
Moderator Shelby Riddle June 30, 2012 
Vice Moderator Larry Schaffer June 30, 2012 
 (Moves to Moderator 2011 - 2012) 
Clerk Carolyn Osadsa June 30, 2012 
Financial Secretary Nancy Gilman June 30, 2012 
Treasurer Dale Olm June 30, 2012 
 
Council Standing Committee Chairs 
Building & Grounds Greg Cox & James Lessenger June 30, 2012 
Christian Education Leslie Lessenger & Janet Murrell June 30, 2012 
Congregational Care Penny Taylor & Jackie Lawrence June 30, 2012 
Fellowship Allison Stamm-Kirk & Susan Stofan June 30, 2012 
Mission & Outreach Nora Gauger June 30, 2012 
Stewardship Dale Stanley June 30, 2012 
Welcome Tricia Hartzell June 30, 2012 
Worship Annette Cook June 30, 2012 
 
Member-At-Large Sarah Johnson June 30, 2012 
Member-At-large Adam Olm June 30, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 
 
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 2011-2012 

STAFF 

Pastor The Rev. Renie Stamm-Kirk 
Minister of Music Dr. Barbara Hamm 
Director of Youth Ministries Howard Gill 
Church Secretary Maggie Hart 

OFFICERS 

Moderator Shelby Riddle 
Vice-Moderator Larry Schaffer 
Church Clerk Carolyn Osada 
Financial Secretary Nancy Gilman 
Treasurer Dale Olm 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Building and Grounds Ministry Greg Cox & Jim Lessenger 
Christian Education Ministry Leslie Lessenger& Janet Murrell 
Congregational Care Penny Taylor & Jackie Lawrence 
Fellowship Allison Stamm-Kirk & Susan Stofan 
Social Outreach Ministry Nora Gauger & Sarah Thompson 
Stewardship Ministry Dale Stanley 
Welcome and Growth Tricia Hartzell 
Worship Ministry Annette Cook 
 
Member-At-Large Adam Olm 
Member-At-Large Sarah Johnson 
 
 
 


