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Adult Education 
 Tim Mautz is offering a Bible 
Overview for adults (youth are 
welcome), on Wednesday nights at 
6:00pm.  A light supper is shared.  
You can still join in. Here is a brief 
outline of what will be covered: 

Old Testament - Canonicity, 
Authority and Structure 

• Books of Moses - Also called 
the Pentateuch or the Law 

• Biblical Time Lines 
• Books of History 
• Books of Writings 
• Books of the Prophets 
• Books of the Apocrypha 

New Testament - Canonicity, 
Authority and Structure 

• Books of the Gospels 
• Book of History 

• A Bit of Judeo-Christian History 
• Books of the Epistles 
• Types of Revelation 
• Book of Revelation 
• Inspiration 
• Inerrancy 

Please contact Tim for more 
information: temautz@yahoo.com. 

Children & Youth 
 The theme of Sunday School 
this quarter is Take up the 
Cross.  We are discussing the 
birth of Jesus, the calling of the 
disciples, and some of Jesus’ 
lessons for his followers (that’s 
us!).  Our attendance is increasing!  
We generally have an attendance 
between 10 and 16, divided into 
two classes. 

Vacation Bible School 
 Yes, we are planning to have a 
Vacation Bible School for the first 
time in many years.  Please meet 
with us on Wednesday, February 4 
(at 7:00pm) with your ideas.  If you 
would like to be involved in this 
important ministry to children, 
please contact Leslie Lessenger: 
lhl@lessenger.net. 

Leslie Lessenger 

Christian Education 
 

Bible Study Overview 
Led by Tim Mautz 

Wednesday evenings 
6:00pm 

Fellowship Hall 
Light supper provided 

 Our Committee has been busy 
ministering to our many 
congregants in need.  
We said a fond 
farewell to Arloine 
last week, and have 
been sending cards, 
phoning and visiting 
others who are less 
mobile than in their 
youth.  Our visits are 
usually about 30 
minutes, and allow 
us to touch base with 
those folks who are 
homebound, and in 
need of company, 
companionship and 
love. 

 If you are new to our church, 
but would like to find a way to 
participate in the lifeblood of our 
church, I encourage you to seek 

out one of our Care Team 
members.  We can discuss what 

it’s like to do a visit to a 
homebound person, 
and the satisfaction and 
joy we receive in 
helping those who have 
helped so many others 
in the past. 

 Our care team 
consists of Shelby, 
Jackie, Pam, Janet, 
Penny and Gail.  We 
have others who are 
not part of our core 
team, but who 
participate when they 
are able.  All volunteers 

are appreciated and all help is 
welcome. 

Shelby Riddle 
Congregational Care Chair 

Congregational Care 



 Thanks to your generous 
giving, we have completed our mid
-year budget review and have 
created a balanced budget.  There 
are several key points that have 
allowed for our balanced budget 
this year. 

• We have received generous 
contributions in addition to 
those who have pledged.  
These can be found under the 
category “Loose Offering & 
Non-pledged”; 

• We have received about 94% 
of the money pledged; 

• We had a yard sale this 
summer which contributed to 
our fund raising efforts; 

• We paid off the Cornerstone 
loan and saved $500 in interest 
payments for the rest of the 

fiscal year 
($1000/yr of 
interest and 
$1,000/yr of 
principle). 

 Our committee 
chairs have kept a 
tight rein on committee spending in 
order to stay in budget and many 
people have given “donations in 
kind” to allow for a taxable 
donation. 

 Our main goal for the second 
half of our fiscal year (January 
through July) will be to encourage 
our members to catch up on 
pledge donations if behind, or 
continue meeting their pledge.  Of 
course, extra contributions to 
the church are always welcome!  
(If there is a need to change your 
pledge, Eileen Eubank should be 
informed). 

 Through the giving of our gifts 
of money, time and talents, we will 
be able to continue our full and 
vibrant church that is overflowing 
with the abundance of God’s love.  
The spirit of our church and of God 
lives in each one of us.  It lives in 
who we are and what we do. 

 Through all of our gifts, we give 
back to God.  We give to God to 
help our church live the Word of 
God in action and in being.  We 
help our church and our 
denomination walk with Jesus in 
Myanmar, in China, in Darfur, in 
Solano County, in Benicia, and in 
the Community Congregational 
Church, UCC of Benicia. 

 Thank you for all that you do, 
and for living in the here and now, 
embracing the One. 

Shelby Riddle 
Stewardship Co-Chair 

  

Hosts & Liturgists 

Stewardship Corner 

 Liturgists Hosting Fellowship Flowers 
Feb 1 Matthew Hanna Jim & Leslie Lessenger Eileen Eubank 

Feb 8 Carolyn Osada Eileen Eubank & Greg Ruel Priscilla Lane 

Feb 15 Maryo Hammonds 
Mickey Scott / Jackie Lawrence / 

Lynn Lawrence 
Maryo Hammonds 

Feb 22 Gail Mason OPEN OPEN 

 It is time for the 
Holiday House 
workshop to start work 
on our next 50 years. 
We meet every 1st and 
3rd Thursday. Our first 
meeting will be February 
5th, l0:30 till 3:00. 

 We welcome 
everyone who enjoys 
working with fabric, yarn or 
crafts with fellowship and 
lunch break. If you have 
new ideas to present, we 
are interested. 

Jean Osborne  

Holiday House 
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Contra Costa & 
Solano Counties Food 
Bank 
 We have supported the Contra 
Costa/Solano County Food Bank 
in the past and have helped  them 
to succeed in their mission -  To 
alleviate hunger by providing an 
efficient coordinated system for 
collecting and distributing food that  
reduces food waste and increase 
the public awareness regarding 
hunger and food security issued in 
Contra Costa and Solano 
Counties. 

 The program consists of five 
basic components: 

• BROWN BAG GROCERIES, 
giving senior citizens on fixed 
incomes free groceries twice 
per month; 

• FOOD FOR CHILDREN, 
assisting children 4 to 6 in 
receiving food in struggling 
families every month at 11 
sites; 

• FOOD ASSISTANCE 
provides fresh 
produce, bread and 
USDA foods at 29 
sites; 

• EMERGENCY FOOD 
PANTRIES AND 
SOUP KITCHENS 
provides individuals 
and families in crises 
3-day food boxes or 
a hot meal; 

• LOCAL CHARITIES 
which provide 
thousands of people 
through local charities such as 
homeless shelters and family 
service agencies. 

 Two years ago, the Food Bank 
helped over 70,000 people, last 
year over 80,000.  Larry Sly, 
Executive Director, now says they 
are seeing more families and 
single parents.  Now the number of 
people supported has increased by 
20% caused by higher food prices, 
unemployment and home 
foreclosures. They are now serving 

over 98,000 hungry people.  For 
awhile the food bank, itself, was 

heavily impacted with the 
higher fuel costs.  Because 
of that they are 
economizing by planning 
trips more efficiently.  In a 
press article Sly is grateful 
to a generous public and 
community food drives in 
which donations were up 
7% over last year.  
However, now they have 
had to purchase 10% more 
food than in the past.  
They buy canned foods by 
the truckload or container 
to achieve savings. 

 This is why our 
mission for February is asking that 
you consider giving generously to 
this important program which is 
now giving basic food to more and 
more individuals and families 
facing the hardships of our current, 
difficult economy.  You should be 
assured that over 90% of each 
dollar donated goes to the 
recipient. 

 Thank you. 
Pam Martin 

Friday Fun Night is Back! 
 We took a brief hiatus from 
Friday Fun Night for the holidays – 
we just couldn’t fit it in with all the 
other activities.  But it’s back!  Our 
first Friday Fun Night will be 
Friday, February 6th in Fellowship 
Hall.  Join us for dinner at 6:00pm 
and stay to play! 

 For Valentines Day and 
some extra game fun, we are 

hosting a raffle to win 
some special Valentine’s 
cookies.  Enjoy them 

yourself or give them to someone 
you love!  Tickets available at the 
door for $1 each, drawing will take 
place at 8:00pm.  Bring a 
friend who has never attended 
a Friday Fun Night get a free 
raffle ticket!!! 

 See you there! 
Allison Stamm-Kirk 

Fellowship Chair 
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Mission Moment 

Fellowship 



 The Youth Group continues 
to be active and consistent. The 
Middle School Youth 
have met every week 
through December and 
into January. They have 
enjoyed playing games, 
helping hang Christmas 
lights, sharing what’s going on 
for them in their lives with the 
group, doing a fun Christmas 
gag gift exchange, discussing 
ideas for the group to do in the 
spring, and talking about moral 
and spiritual issues that they 
face. We have an average 
attendance of five Middle School 
youth, which is the same number 
of active Middle School youth in 
the congregation. They continue 
to meet every third 
Sunday of the 
month for Wii 
game night with 
the High School 
youth. The 
average 
attendance for this night is seven 
youth. 

 The High School youth met 
through December for the drama 
group that performed the 
Christmas dramas and pageant 
(which also included many 
additional children, youth, and 
adults!). This group has an 
average attendance of four High 

School youth. The group will 
begin to meet again to prepare 

drama skits for Easter. 

 The youth are 
planning to do several 
activities this spring 
including camping, 
raising funds for a 

mission trip this summer, getting 
involved with the Social 
Outreach monthly mission, and 
helping do yard work as part of 
the Service Auction from 
November. 

 The Confirmation Class has 
met consistently through 
December and January so far. 
Our three confirmation students 
now have mentors. Dale Stanley 

mentors Christopher Hanna, 
Matthew Hanna is mentored by 
Rob Kravets, and Carl Mason 
mentors Stuart Blackie. This fall 
we covered topics out of the 
book “My Confirmation,” which 
ranged from what it means to be 
confirmed in the church, to our 
understanding of Jesus, God, 
and the Holy Spirit. They will 

attend a confirmation retreat on 
March 14th & 15th sponsored by 
the Northern California Nevada 
Conference of the UCC, which 
will focus on UCC history and 
polity. This spring we will also be 
attending other religious 
services: two UCC Churches 
(Martinez UCC and City of 
Refuge UCC in San Francisco), 
an Evangelical Church 
(Northgate Christian Fellowship), 
a Mosque, and a Jewish 
Shabbat service. Confirmation 
Sunday has been set for May 
17th so that all the confirmation 
students can be present. 

 Blessings, 
Jonathan Dodson 

Director of Youth Ministries 
youthdirector@cccucc.org 
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Youth Ministry 

Bells are ringing!! ... 
 … or soon will be. 

 Malmark Company 
has agreed to loan us 
two octaves of handbells 
while we put together our 
funds to buy our own set.  
Rehearsals will be on Tuesday 

nights from 7:00pm to 8:30pm, 
starting March 3.  For those who 

can’t make that rehearsal 
time, we may put together 
smaller ensembles, possibly 
with a daytime schedule. 
 We will also be using the 

bells at times to accompany the 
choir. 

 If you have not yet indicated 
your interest to Leslie Lessenger 
(lhl@lessenger.net, 751-0289), 
please do so now.  No experience 
is necessary – we will all learn 
together! 

 We will need $6,000 to 
purchase our bells and a fund has 
been started.  Please contact 
Leslie regarding contributions 
and/or fund-raising ideas. 

Handbells 

Here are the opportunities for 
youth to gather in February: 

February 1 – No Youth Group 

February 8 – 7:00-8:30pm: 
Middle School Youth Group 

February 15 – Wii Game Night!  
Join us every third Sunday of 
the month for games and 
food (7:00-9:00pm).  Friends 
are always welcome! 

February 22 – 7:00-8:30pm: 
Middle School Youth Group 

March 1 – 7:00-8:30pm: Middle 
School Youth Group 

Sunday School Teachers for February 
February 8 ..... Hope Wingert and John Hanna 
February 15 ... Susan Stoffan and Dale Olm 
February 22 ... Hope Wingert and John Hanna 
 



The End of a Generation / 
The Beginning of a 
Generation 
 As we were standing in 
Fellowship Hall on January 
11 after having honored 
Arloine Stoner for a lifetime 
of service and devotion to this 
church, I overheard a member 
say, “This is the end of a 
generation.”  And indeed it is.  
People new to the church that 
day saw only a glimpse of her 
life and involvement in this 
church.  They will not see her 
on a weekly basis picking up 
the red pew pads, putting new 
offering 
envelopes in 
the pews, 
setting out the 
large print 
hymnals, 
putting the 
hymn 
numbers on 
the hymn 
board, putting 
the sermon title out on the sign 
in the driveway, watering, 
pulling weeds, fixing, cleaning, 
sewing—and on it goes.  Nor 
will they see Donald Stoner, the 
love of her life, beside her, 
helping her do some of these 
things and a great many more, 
planting and pruning and 
spraying and hauling, making 
runs to the post office and the 
office supply stores and the 
print shop and the hardware 
store, delivering bulletins and 
copies of the Bridge and 
flowers and meals and cards 
and wishes of good will to sick 
folks and shut-ins.  And did I 
mention Donald’s singing in the 
choir—for over fifty years?  I 
could go on, but you get the 
idea.  We have all hugely 

benefited from the 
flesh-and-blood 
devotion of the 
Stoners, leaving a 
legacy rich in service 
and in love.  A 
generation has truly 

come to an end. 

 And just as surely, a new 
generation is beginning.  As it 
always is, in the natural history 
of humanity.  New faces are 
constantly seen in worship 
services these days.  A number 
of new people have joined the 
church in the coming up on two 
years that Pastor Renie has 

been here.  
New youth and 
children are 
joining the 
Celebration 
Singers and 
the Cherub 
Choir.  Newer 
faces are seen 
in the Holiday 
House work 

group.  New hands help count 
money, work on the grounds, 
bring flowers for worship and 
treats for fellowship time.  New 
people teach Sunday School 
classes, run the adult Bible 
study groups, go caroling, serve 
soup, make pancakes, design 
banners, serve as adult helpers 
at Wii nights for the youth or 
drive them on snowboard trips.  
I could go on, but you get the 
idea.  New folks are coming in 
to take their places among 
those who have been here for 
awhile and those who are no 
longer with us.  The past is 
always prologue to the future.  
Or in the words of T. S. Eliot, 
“In my beginning is my end.” 

 On a larger canvas, we 
have just witnessed the 

inauguration of our first black 
president.  This momentous 
event didn’t just come out of the 
blue.  People like Tolstoy and 
Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and many other lesser
-known and unknown folks 
plowed the fields and planted 
the seeds, watering them with 
their tears and their prayers that 
justice would spring up from the 
field of their dreams.  And now 
we reap the harvest of that 
sowing and planting, of those 
tears and prayers, as we realize 
more fully Dr. King’s dream that 
someday we would all sit 
together at the table of 
brotherhood and that we would 
all be judged not by the color of 
our skin but by the content of 
our character.  Ours is the 
opportunity to reap what we did 
not sow, and at the same time 
to plant what others will 
someday reap.  Ours is the 
opportunity to harvest with joy 
what has often been sown in 
tears, by dreamers not always 
sure that their work would bear 
fruit.  But bear fruit it did.  Let us 
strive, whether building a 
church or a nation, to be as 
faithful to the future as our 
forebears have been to us, 
striving both to realize their 
dreams and to institute our own 
with a flesh-and-blood devotion, 
thereby leaving a legacy rich in 
service and in love.  Or as Eliot 
is often paraphrased, “In our 
end is our beginning.”   

Barbara Hamm 
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Music Matters 

Your Music Minister will be 
providing music for the UCC/DOC 
Women’s Retreat at the Mercy 
Center in Burlingame January 30 - 
February 1. 

Deborah Dahl-Shanks will 
accompany the worship service 
and the choirs. 

Jazz Gorilla at Merrill Gardens 



 What a joy to worship 
together and to honor one of our 
dear members.  For those who 
know and love Arloine Stoner, it 
was an opportunity to express 
thanks.  For those who might not 
be fully acquainted with Arloine, 
it was a chance to witness a 
congregation’s nurture and 
celebration of one another. 

 In his Moderator’s Report 
(see page 3), Larry Schaffer 
refers to sign-up sheets for 
Fellowship Hosts and Worship 
Assistants.  If you do not already 
do so, please consider adding 
your name to this list, whether it 
be once per quarter, or once per 
month.  The list is posted on the 
refrigerator in Fellowship Hall.  
Options for serving as Worship 
Assistants include Ushers / 
Greeters, Acolytes (those who 

light the 
candles), and 
providing 
flowers for the altar. 

 We have decided to have a 
rotating list of communion 
servers similar to the liturgist list.  
If you are someone who has 
served communion in the past, 
the Worship Committee will be 
contacting you to ask if you will 
do so on a quarterly or semi-
annual basis.  If you have never 
served communion but would 
like to help, please contact 
Priscilla or Gail.  Long- or short-
time members, friends, and 
young or not-so-young are 
welcome to serve communion. 

 On January 11, Barbara 
Hamm, Dean Gilman, and 
Shelby Riddle led a Taizé 

service in our sanctuary.  If you 
missed this first one, plan to 
come to this contemplative, 
spiritual service of music and 
quiet times on the second 
Sundays of each month.  

 Plans are already in process 
for Lent.  Plans to date include 
an Easter sunrise service in the 
gazebo area (possibly with 
another congregation) and a 
Good Friday service focusing on 
the Seven Last Words of Jesus.  
Members of the congregation will 
be given the opportunity to 
contribute to the flower fund, that 
will allow the purchase of lilies 
and other spring flowers for the 
sanctuary on Easter Sunday. 

 Please join us in worship.  
Come share our joy! 

Priscilla Lane 
(priscilla.lane@comcast.net) 

& Gail Mason 
(masonguy@aol.com) 
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Worship 

Help Wanted! 
We need Sunday School Teachers! 

Please contact: 
Leslie Lessenger (lhl@lessenger.net) 

or 
Jonathan Dodson 

(youthdirector@cccucc.org) 
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ENJOY THE BRIDGE ONLINE!  SEE THE BRIDGE IN COLOR 
We hope you enjoy the Bridge Newsletter!  Would you like to read the newsletter by e-mail?  

If so, send your e-mail address to us at bridge@cccucc.org and save 
a tree! 

Lost a past issue?  Look it up on the web at www.cccucc.org. 

Written contributions for future editions can be sent to 
revrenie@cccucc.org (deadline is the 20th of each month) or placed 
in the church secretary’s in-box and marked “Bridge”. All material 
submitted is subject to editing for space and content. 

REMEMBER! 

Mid-Year 
Budget Review 

Sunday, February 1, 2009 
Following worship service 

Phones with Caller ID blocking - 
Please dial * 8 2 ENTER before dialing. 


